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India - Size and Location 
 
Q2 :  Answer the following questions briefly.  

(i) Name the group of islands lying in the Arabian Sea. 

Lakshadweep Islands lie in the Arabian Sea 

(ii) Name the countries which are larger than India.  

Russia, Canada, USA, China, Brazil and Australia are the countries that are larger than India.  

 
(iii)  Which island group of India lies to its south-east?  

 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands lie to the south-east of India. 
 

(iv) Which island countries are our southern neighbours?  

 Sri Lanka and Maldives are the two island countries that are the southern neighbours of India.  

Q3 :  The sun rises two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as compared to Gujaratin the west but the 
watches show the same time. How does this happen?  
 
Answer :The local times of places which lie on different meridians are bound to differ. The sun rises two 
hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as compared to Gujarat in the west. This causes a time lag of two hours 
from Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh. To avoid confusion due to time differences and to have a standard time 
for reference, the time along the meridian (82° 30' E) passing through Mirzapur (Uttar Pradesh) has been 
taken as the standard time for the entire country. This is why the watches show the same time.  
 
Q4 :  The central location of India at the head of the Indian Ocean is considered of great significance. 
Why?  

Answer :The Indian landmass is centrally located between east and west Asia. The part that is attached to 
the Asian continent connects India (through land routes and mountain passes) to the various countries lying 
to its north, west and east. The part that protrudes into the Indian Ocean connects India (through the trans 
Indian Ocean routes) to Europe, west Asia and Africa in the west and the countries of east Asia. The 
strategic location of India has contributed to the exchange of ideas and commodities, through land and sea, 
since ancient times. This is the reason why its location at the head of the Indian Ocean is significant.  
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