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CHAPTER 8  
fd l ku ] t e hn kj  v kSj  j kT;  

d f̀"k l e kt  v kSj  e qx y  l ke zkT;  

¼y x Hkx  l ksy g o h v kSj  l = g o ha l n h r d ½ 

PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE 

Ag ra ria n Soc ie ty a nd the  Mug ha l Empire  

(C. Sixte e nth and Se ve nte e nth Ce ntury) 
 

Q . 01. Disc uss, with e xa mple s, the  sig nific a nc e  o f mone tary 

tra nsa c tions during  the  pe riod 16th a nd 17th c e ntury. 

 

Anns. The  sig nific a nc e  o f mo ne ta ry tra nsa c tio ns d uring  

sixte e nth a nd  se ve nte e nth c e nturie s : 

 

(i) In the  e a rly d e c a d e s o f sixte e nth c e ntury fa rme rs 

we re  a llo we d  to  p a y la nd  re ve nue  in c a sh o r kind . 

Due  to  the  fa c ility to  p a y la nd  re ve nue  in c a sh 

mo ne y, mo ne ta ry tra nsa c tio ns p la ye d  vita l ro le  in 

Ind ia n e c o no my. 

(ii) Villa g e  a rtisa n (p o tte r, b la c ksmith, b a rb e r, e tc .) use  

to  p ro vid e  sp e c ia lize d  se rvic e s to  the  villa g e rs. 

Tho ug h mo st c o mmo n wa y o f c o mp e nsa ting  the m 

wa s g iving  the m a  sha re  o f the  ha rve st b ut the ir 

wa s a no the r syste m a lso  und e r this syste m a rtisa ns 

a nd  ind ivid ua l p e a sa nts, ho use  ho ld  e nte re d  into  a  

mutua lly ne g o tia te d  syste m o f re mune ra tio n, mo st 

o f the  time  g o o d s fo r se rvic e s. Fo r e xa mp le , 

e ig hte e nth-c e ntury re c o rd s te ll us a  za mind a rs in 

Ba ng a l who  re mune ra te d  b la c ksmiths, c a rp e nte rs, 

e ve n g o ld smiths fo r the ir wo rk b y p a ying  the m “ a  

sma ll d a ily a llo wa nc e  a nd  d ie t mo ne y” . This la te r 

c a me  to  b e  d e sc rib e d  a s the  Ja jma ni syste m, 

tho ug h the  te rm wa s no t in vo g ue  in the  sixte e nth 

a nd  se ve nte e nth c e nturie s. Suc h e vid e nc e  is 

inte re sting  b e c a use  in ind ic a te s the  intric a te  wa ys 
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in whic h e xa hng e  ne two rks o p e ra te d  a t the  mic ro -

le ve l o f the  villa g e . Ca sh re mune ra tio n wa s no t 

e ntire ly unkno wn e ithe r.  

(iii) The  se ve nte e nth-c e ntury Fre nc h tra ve le r Je a n-

Ba p tists Ta ve rnie r fo und  it re ma rka b le  tha t in “ Ind ia  

a  villa g e  must b e  ve ry sma ll ind e e d  if it ha s no t a  

mo ne y c ha ng e r c a lle d  a  Shro ff. (The y) a c t a s 

b a nke rs to  ma ke  re mitta nc e s o f mo ne y (a nd  who ) 

e nha nc e  the  rup e e  a s the y p le a se  fo r p a isa  a nd  

the  p a isa  fo r the se  (c o wrie ) she lls” . 

(iv) An e xp a nd ing  tra d e  b ro ug ht in hug e  a mo unts o f 

silve r b ullio n into  Asia  to  p a y fo r g o o d  p ro c ure d  

fro m Ind ia , a nd  a  la rg e  p a rt o f tha t b ullio n 

g ra vita te d  to wa rd s Ind ia . This wa s g o o d  fo r Ind ia  a s 

it d id  no t ha ve  na tura l re so urc e s o f silve r.  

(v) As a  re sult, the  p e rio d  b e twe e n the  sixte e nth a nd  

e ig hte e nth c e nturie s wa s a lso  ma rke d  b y a  

re ma rka b le  sta b ility in the  a va ila b ility o f me ta l 

c urre nc y, p a rtic ula rly the  silve r rup ya  in Ind ia .  

(vi) This fa c ilita te d  a n unp re c e d e nte d  e xp a nsio n o f 

minting  o f c o ins a nd  the  c irc ula tio n o f mo ne y in the  

e c o no my a s we ll a s the  a b ility o f the  Mug ha l sta te  

to  e xtra c t ta xe s a nd  re ve nue  in c a sh. 

(vii) The  te stimo ny o f a n Ita lia n tra ve le r, G io va nni Ca re ri, 

who  p a sse d  thro ug ht Ind ia  c . 1690, p ro vid e s a  

g ra p hic  a c c o unt a b o ut the  wa y silve r tra ve le d  

a c ro ss the  g lo b e  to  re a c h Ind ia . It a lso  g ive s us a n 

id e a  o f the  p he no me na l a mo unts o f c a sh a nd  

c o mmo d ity tra nsa c tio ns in se ve nte e nth-c e ntury 

Ind ia .  

 
Q. 02. To wha t e xte nt do you think c a ste  was a  fa c tor in 

influe nc ing  so c ia l a nd e c onomic  re la tions in a gra ria n 

soc ie ty ?  

 

Anns. Ca ste  a s a  fa c to r in influe nc ing  so c ia l a nd  e c o no mic  

re la tio ns in a g ra ria n so c ie ty. 
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(i) Size a b le  numb e r o f ma jo r (la b o ure r). De e p  ine q itie s 

o n the  b a sis o f c a ste  a nd  o the r c a ste  like  

d istinc tio ns me a nt tha t the  c ultiva to rs we re  a  hig hly 

he te ro g e no us g ro up . Amo ng  tho se  who  tille d  the  

la nd , the re  wa s a  size a b le  numb e r who  wo rke d  a s 

me nia ls o r a g ric ultua l, la b o ure rs (ma jo r). 

(ii) De sp ite  the  a b und a nc e  o f c ultiva b le  la nd , c e rta in 

c a ste  g ro up s we re  a ssig ne d  me nia l ta ks a nd  thus 

re le g a te d  to  p o ve rty. Tho ug h the re  wa s no  c e nsus 

a t tha t time , the  little  d a ta  tha t we  ha ve  sug g e st 

tha t suc h g ro up s c o mp rise d  a  la rg e  se c tio n o f the  

villa g e  p o p ula tio n, ha d  the  le a st re so urc e s a nd  

we re  c o nstra ine d  b y the ir p o sitio n in the  c a ste  

hie ra rc hy, muc h like  the  Da lits o f mo d e rn Ind ia . 

Suc h d istinc tio ns ha d  b e g un p e rme a ting  into  o the r 

c o mmunitie s to o . 

(iii) Muslim ha la khora n e tc . : In muslim c o mmunitie s 

me nia ls like  the  ha la kho ra n (sc a ve ng e rs) we re  

ho use d  o utsid e  the  b o und a rie s o f the  villa g e , 

simila rly ma lla hza d a s (lite ra lly, so ns o f b o a tme n) in 

Biha r we re  c o mp a ra b le  to  sla ve s. 

(iv) Dire c t c o - re la tion be twe e n c a ste  a nd soc io  

e c onomic  position : The re  wa s a  d ire c t c o rre la tio n 

b e twe e n c a ste , p o ve rty a nd  so c ia l sta tus a t the  

lo we r stra ta  o f so c ie ty suc h c o rre la tio ns we re  no t so  

ma re d  a t inte rme d ia te  le ve ls. In a  ma nua l fro m 

se ve nte e nth c e ntury Ma rwa r, Ra jp uts a re  

me ntio ne d  a s p e a sa nts, sha ring  the  sa me  sp a c e  

with Ja ts, who  we re  a c c o rd e d  a  lo we r sta tus in the  

c a ste  hie ra rc hy. The  G a ura va s, who  c ultiva te d  

la nd  a ro und  Vrind a va n (Utta r Pra d e s), so ug ht 

Ra jp ut sta tus in the  se ve nte e nth c e ntury. 

(v) Rise  in hie ra rc hy of c a ste  : Ca ste s suc h a s the  Ahirs, 

G uja rs a nd  Ma lis ro se  in the  hie ra rc hy b e c a use  o f 

the  p ro fita b ility o f c a ttle  re a ring  a nd  ho rtic ulture . In 

the  e a ste rn re g io ns, inte rme d ia te  p a sto ra l a nd  

fishing  c a ste s like  the  sa d g o p s a nd  Ka iva rta s 

a c q uire d  the  sta tus o f p e a sa nts.  
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Q. 03. Disc uss the  wa ys in whic h panc ha ya ts a nd villa g e  

he a dme n re g ula te d rura l soc ie ty.  

 

Anns. Re g ula tio n o f rura l so c ie ty b y Pa nc ha ya ts a nd  he a d me n 

: 

 

(i) Me aning  of Pa nc ha ya t : The  villa g e  p a nc ha ya t wa s 

a n a sse mb ly o f e ld e rs, usua lly imp o rta nt p e o p le  o f 

the  villa g e  with he re d ita ry rig ht o ve r the ir p ro p e rty. 

 

(ii) Ge ne ra l c omposition a nd importa nc e  of Panc ha ya t 

de c ision : In mixe d -c a ste  villa g e s, the  p a nc ha ya t 

wa s usua lly a  he te ro g e ne o us b o d y. An o lig a rc hy, 

the  p a nc ha ya t re p re se nte d  va rio us c a ste s a nd  

c o mmunitie s in the  villa g e , tho ug h the  villa g e  

me nia l-c um-a g ric ultura l wo rke r wa s unlike ly to  b e  

re p re se nte d  the re . The  d e c isio ns ma d e  b y the se  

p a nc ha ya ts we re  b ind ing  o n the  me mb e rs.  

 

(iii) Se le c tion dismissa l a nd ma in func tion of he a dm a n 

or muqaddam : The  p a nc ha ya t wa s he a d e d  b y a  

he a d ma n kno wn a s muq a d d a m o r ma nd a l. So me  

so urc e s sug g e st tha t the  he a d ma n wa s c ho se n 

thro ug h the  c o nse nsus o f the  villa g e  e ld e rs, a nd  

tha t this c ho ic e  ha d  to  b e  ra tifie d  b y the  za mind a r. 

He a d me n he ld  o ffic e  a s lo ng  a s the y e njo ye d  the  

c o nfid e nc e  o f the  villa g e  e ld e rs, fa iling  whic h the y 

c o uld  b e  d ismisse d  b y the m. The  c hie f func tio n o f 

the  he a d ma n wa s to  sup e rvise  the  p re p a ra tio n o f 

villa g e  a c c o unts, a ssiste d  b y the  a c c o unta nt o r 

p a twa ri o f the  p a nc ha ya t.  

 

(iv) Funding  of Pa nc ha ya t or sourc e s of Inc om e  

Panc ha ya t. : The  p a nc ha ya t d e rive d  its fund s fro m 

c o ntrib utio ns ma d e  b y ind ivid ua ls to  a  c o mmo n 

fina nc ia l p o o l.  
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(v) Ite m of e xpe nditure  : The se  fund s we re  use d  fo r 

d e fra ying  the  c o sts o f e nte rta ining  re ve nue  o ffic ia ls 

who  visite d  the  villa g e  fro m time  to  time . Exp e nse s 

fo r c o mmunity we lfa re  a c tivitie s suc h a s tid ing  o ve r 

na tura l c a la mitie s (like  flo o d s), we re  a lso  me e t fro m 

the se  fund s. O fte n the se  fund s we re  a lso  d e p lo ye d  

in c o nstruc tio n o f a  b und  o r d ig g ing  a  c a na l whic h 

p e a sa nts usua lly c o uld  no t a ffo rd  to  d o  o n the ir 

o wn.  

 

(vi) Va rious func tion o f pa nc ha ya t : One  imp o rta nt 

func tio ns o f the  p a nc ha ya t wa s to  e nsure  tha t 

c a ste  b o und a rie s a mo ng  the  va rio us c o mmunitie s 

inha b iting  the  villa g e  we re  up he ld . In e ste rn Ind ia  

a ll ma rria g e  we re  he ld  in the  p re se nc e  o f the  

ma nd a l. In o the r wo rd s o ne  o f the  d utie s o f the  

villa g e  he a d ma n wa s to  o ve rse e  the  c o nd uc t o f 

the  me mb e rs o f the  villa g e  c o mmunity “ c hie fly to  

p re ve nt a ny o ffe nc e  a g a inst the ir c a ste ” . 

 

(vii) Imposing  fine s a nd e xpulsion from c a ste  a nd 

c ommunity : Pa nc ha ya t a lso  ha d  the  a utho rity to  

le vy fine s a nd  inflic t mo re  se rio us fo rms o f 

p unishme nt like  e xp ulsio n fro m the  c o mmunity. The  

la te r wa s a  d ra stic  ste p  a nd  wa s in mo st c a se s 

me te d  o ut fo r a  limite d  p e rio d . It me a nt tha t a  

p e rso n fo rc e d  to  le a ve  the  villa g e  b e c a me  a n 

o utc a ste  a nd  lo st his rig ht to  p ra c tise  his p ro fe ssio n. 

Suc h a  me a sure  wa s inte nd e d  a s a  d e te rre nt to  

vio la tio n o f c a ste  no rms.  

 

(viii) Caste  or Ja ti Panc ha ya t : In a d d itio n to  the  villa g e  

p a nc ha ya t e a c h c a ste  o r ja ti in the  villa g e  ha d  its 

o wn ja ti p a nc ha ya t. The se  p a nc ha ya te s wie ld e d  

c o nsid e ra b le  p o we r in rura l so c ie ty. In Ra ja stha n ja ti 

p a nc ha ya ts a rb itra te d  c ivil d isp ute s b e twe e n 

me mb e rs o f d iffe re nt c a ste s. The y me d ia te d  in 

c o nte ste d  c la ims o n la nd , d e c id e d  whe the r 

ma rria g e s we re  p e rfo rme d  a c c o rd ing  to  the  no rms 
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la id  d o wn b y a  p a rtic ula r c a ste  g ro up , d e te rmine d  

who  ha d  ritua l p re c e d e nc e  in villa g e  func tio ns, 

a nd  so  o n. In mo st c a se s, e xc e p t in ma tte rs o f 

c rimina l justic e , the  sta te  re sp e c t the  d e c isio ns o f 

ja ti p a nc ha ya ts.  

 

(ix) Pe titions pre se nte d by c a ste  pa nc ha ya t a nd the ir 

impac t : Arc hiva l re c o rd s fro m we ste rn Ind ia -

no ta b ly Ra ja stha n a nd  Ma ha ra shtra -c o nta in 

p e titio ns p re se nte d  to  the  p a nc ha ya t c o mp la ining  

a b o ut e xto rtio na te  ta xa tio n o r the  d e ma nd  fo r 

unp a id  la b o ur (b e g g a r) imp o se d  b y the  “ sup e rio r”  

c a ste s o r o ffic ia ls o f the  sta te . The se  p e titio ns we re  

usua lly ma d e  b y villa g e rs, fro m the  lo we st rung s o f 

rura l so c ie ty. O fte n p e titio ns we re  ma d e  

c o lle c tive ly a s we ll, b y a  c a ste  g ro up  o r a  

c o mmunity p ro te sting  a g a inst wha t the y 

c o nsid e re d  we re  mo ra lly ille g itima te  d e ma nd s o n 

the  p a rt o f e lite  g ro up s. The se  inc lud e d  e xc e ssive  

ta x d e ma nd s whic h, e sp e c ia lly in time s o f d ro ug ht 

o r o the r d isa ste rs, e nd a ng e re d  the  p e a sa nts 

sub siste nc e . In the  e ys o f the  p e titio ne rs o f rig ht to  

the  b a sic  minimum fo r surviva l wa s sa nc tio ne d  b y 

c usto m. The y re g a rd e d  the  villa g e  p a nc ha ya t a s 

the  c o urt o f a p p e a l tha t wo uld  e nsure  tha t the  

sta te  c a rrie d  o ut its mo ra l o b lig a tio ns a nd  

g ua ra nte e d  justic e .  

 

 

 

v / ; k;  8 

fd l ku ] t e hn kj  v kSj  j kT;  
d f̀"k l e kt  v kSj  e qx y  l ke zkT;  

¼y x Hkx  l ksy g o h v kSj  l = g o ha l n h r d ½ 

 

i z' u  1- fd l ku ] t e han kj  v kSj  j kT;  ( Pe a sa nts, Za mindars and The  Sta te s) 

d f̀"k l e kt  v kSj  e qx y  l ke zkT;  ¼y x Hkx  16o ha v kSj  17o ha l n h r d ½ 
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