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CHAPTER-12 
v kSi fu o sf’ kd  ' kg j  

u x j hd j . k u x j & ; kst u k] LFkki R;  

COLO NIAL CITIES 

Urba nisa tion, Pla nning s a nd Arc hite c ture  
 

 

Q1. How did promine nt India n me rc ha nts e sta blish the mse lve s in 

the  c olonia l c ity ?  

 

Anns. Pro mine nt Ind ia n me rc ha nt e sta b lish the mse lve s in 

c o lo nia l c ity in d iffe re nt p ha se s. The y e sta b lish 

the mse lve s in a ll the  thre e  me tro  c o lo nia l c itie s i.e ., 

Ma d ra s (Cha nna i), Bo mb a y (Mumb a i) a nd  Ca lc utta  

(Ko lka ta ).  

 

 First o f a ll the se  Ind ia n me rc ha nts trie d  to  e sta b lish the ir 

re la tio n o f the  a g e nts o f the  c o mp a ny. As the re  a ll 

c o lo nia l c itie s we re  tra d e  c e ntre  a nd  a d ministra tive  

o ffic ia l. The re fo re  the  Ind ia n me rc ha nts c o uld  e a sily g e t 

e sta b lish the ir re la tio n with the  Euro p e a ns. The re  c itie s 

we re  ha ving  d iffe re nt typ e s o f c o mfo rts suc h a s mo d e rn 

ho te ls, re sta ura nt, lo d g ing , b o a rd ing , tra nsp o rt fa nc ilitie s, 

ro a d wa ys a nd  ship p ing . 

 

 La te r o n Bo mb a y b e c o me  a  ma jo r tra d e  c e ntre  o f 

o p ium with C hina . Pro mine nt Ind ia n me rc ha nt p la ye d  

a c tive  ro le  in c o lle c ting  o p ium fro m d iffe re nt p la c e s o f 

Ra ja stha n a nd  Ma lwa . The y use  to  b ring  o p ium o n the  

b a c k o f ho rse s, p o nie s, c a me ls b y ro a d  tra nsp o rt e tc . 

The y use  to  e a rn a  lo t o f mo ne y a s mid d le  ma n b e twe e n 

fa rme rs a nd  c o mp a nie s a g e nts a nd  o ffic ia ls. No t o nly 

Ea st Ind ia  Co mp a ny b ut so me  o f the  g o ve rnme nt o ffic ia l 

a nd  la te r o r o the r Euro p e a n a lso  p a rtic ip a te d  in ille g a l 

tra d e  o f o p ium. The  Ind ia n p ro mine nt me rc ha nt b e c o me  
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ve ry ric h. The y c o nstruc te d  b ig  b uild ing  in a ll b ig  c itie s o f 

c o lo nia l p e rio d . 

 

 As the  ind ustria l re vo lutio n in Eng la nd  sta rte d  a nd  

e xp a nd e d . The se  c o lo nia l c itie s b e c a me  e ntry p o int fo r 

British ma nufa c ture  g o o d s a nd  fo r the  e xp e rt o f Ind ia n 

ra m ma te ria ls (whic h wa s to  b e  use d  in la rg e  sc a le  

ind ustrie s a nd  fa c to rie s o f Eng la nd ). The  p ro mine nt 

Ind ia n me rc ha nt a lso  p a rtic ip a te d  in the re  tra d e  

a c tivitie s. 

 

 The  intro d uc tio n o f ra ilwa ys in 1853 me a nt a  c ha ng e  in 

the  fo rtune s o f to wns. Ec o no mic  a c tivity g ra d ua lly shifte d  

a wa y fro m tra d itio na l to wns whic h we re  lo c a te d  a lo ng  

o ld  ro ute s a nd  rive rs. Eve ry ra ilwa y sta tio n b e c a me  a  

c o lle c tio n d e p o t fo r ra w ma te ria ls a nd  a  d istrib utio n 

p o int fo r imp o rte d  g o o d s. Fo r insta nc e , Mirza p ur o n the  

G a ng e s, whic h sp e c ia lize d  in c o lle c ting  c o tto n g o o d s 

fro m the  De c c a n, d e c line d  whe n a  ra ilwa y link wa s 

ma d e  to  Bo mb a y. With the  e xp a nsio n o f the  ra ilwa y 

ne two rk, ra ilwa y wo rkship s a nd  ra ilwa ys c o lo nie s we re  

e sta b lishe d  Ra ilwa ys to wns like  Ja ma lp ur, Wa lta ir a nd  

Ba re illy d e ve lo p e d .  

 

 The  Ind ia n me rc ha nts inc lud e d  the  p e o p le  o f d iffe re nt 

c o mmunitie s a nd  c a ste s suc h a s Pa rsi, Ma rwa ri, Ko nka ni, 

Arb s, G uja ra ti. Ba niya s, Bo ra s a nd  Je ws. So me  o f the  

me mb e rs o f this c o mmunity inve ste d  mo ne y in mo d e rn 

b ig  ind ustry, ship p ing  a nd  Airline s a lso . The y d o na te d  

mo ne y fo r c o nstruc tio n o f inns, we lls, ta nks, te mp le s, 

Mo sq ue , Churc he s a nd  o the r p la c e s o f re lig io n a nd  

wo rship s. 

 

 
 

Q2. To wha t e xte nt a re  c e nsus data  use ful in re c onstruc tion 

patte rns o f urba niza tion in the  c olonia l c onte xt ?  
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Anns. Ce nsus d a ta  a re  ve ry use ful in re c o nstruc ting  p a tte rn o f 

urb a niza tio n in the  c o lo nia l c o nte xt. 

 

(i) We  kne w tha t e ve ry c o lo nia l g o ve rnme nt b e lie ve  in 

c o lo ur a nd  ra c ia l d isc rimina tio n. The re  c e nsus d a ta  

p ro vid e  us the  to ta l numb e r o f the  p e o p le  in this 

wa y the se  d a ta  a re  use ful o f kno w e xta c t numb e r 

o f p o p ula tio n a s we ll a s the  to ta l p o p ula tio n o f 

while  a nd  b a lc ks. 

(ii) Afte r kno wing  the  numb e r a nd  e xa c t p o p ula tio n o f 

white  a nd  b la c ks. It b e c o me s e a sie r to  p re p a re  

to wn, p la nning , d e sig n its fo rma tio n, p ro visio n fo r 

future  e xp a nsio n, ke e p ing  in vie w living  sta nd a rd s, 

ne e d s a nd  style  o f the  white s a s we ll a s o f the  

b la c ks. The se  d a ta  a lso  te ll us up to  wha t e xta nt 

to ta l numb e r o f p e o p le  o r to ta l p o p ula tio n ha d  

b e e n e ffe c te d  a d ve rse ly b y the  fe a rful o r d e a d ly 

d ise a se s. 

(iii) Ce nsus d a ta  p ro vid e  us c o mp le te  info rma tio n 

a b o ut to ta l numb e r o f d iffe re nt c o mmunitie s, the ir 

la ng ua g e , the ir wo rks a nd  me a ns o f live liho o d  a s 

we ll a s a b o ut the ir c a ste  a nd  re lig io n a lso . 

(iv) The  g ro wth o f c itie s wa s me ntio ne d  thro ug h re g ula r 

he a d  c o unts. By the  mid nine te e nth c e ntury se ve ra l 

lo c a l c e nsuse s ha d  b e e n c a rrie d  o ut in d iffe re nt 

re g io ns. The  first a ll-Ind ia  c e nsus wa s a tte mp te d  in 

1872. The re a fte r, fro m 1881, d e c ima l (c o nd uc te d  

e ve ry te n ye a rs) c e nsus b e c o me  a  re g ula r fe a ture . 

This c o lle c tio n o f d a ta  is a n inva lua b le  so urc e  fo r 

stud ying  urb a niza tio n in Ind ia . 

(v) Whe n we  lo o k a t the se  re p o rts it a p p e a rs tha t we  

ha ve  he a rd  d a ta  to  me a sure  histo ric a l c ha ng e . The  

e nd le ss p a g e s o f ta b le s o n d ise a se  a nd  d e a th, o r 

the  e nume ra tio n o f p e o p le  a c c o rd ing  the ir a g e , 

se x, c a ste  a nd  o c c up a tio n, p ro vid e  a  va st ma ss o f 

fig ure s tha t c re a te s a n illusio n o f c o nc re a te nse ss. 

Histo ria ns ha ve  ho we ve r, fo und  tha t the  fig ure s c a n 

b e  misle a d ing . Be fo re  we  use  the se  fig ure s we  

ne e d  to  und e rsta nd  who  c o lle c te d  the  d a ta , a nd  
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why a nd  ho w the y we re  g a the re d . We  a lso  ne e d  

to  kno w wha t wa s me a sure d  a nd  wha t wa s no t.  

 

Q3:-   Asse ss the  impa c t of he a lth a nd de fe nc e  ne e ds on town 

pla nning  in Colonia l Ca lc utta .  

 

Ans. In 1756, Sira jud ula  the  Na wa b  o f Be ng a l sa c ke d  the  sma ll 

fo rt whic h the  British tra d e rs ha d  b uilt to  ho use  the ir 

g o o d s. Co nse q ue ntly whe n Sira jud a ula  wa s d e fe a te d  in 

the  Ba ttle  o f Pla sse y, the  British b uilt a  ne w fo rt. Fo rt 

Willia m c o uld  no t b e  e a sily a tta c ke d . 

 

 Aro und  Fo rt Willia m, a  va st o p e n sp a c e  wa s le ft whic h 

c a me  to  b e  kno wn a s the  Ma id a n o r g a re r-ma th. This 

wa s d o ne  so  the re  wo uld  b e  no  o b struc tio ns to  a  stra ig ht 

time  o f fire  fro m the  Fo rt a g a inst a n a d va nc ing  e ne my 

a rmy. So o n the  British b e g a n to  mo ve  o ut o f the  Fo rt a nd  

b uild  re sid e nc e s a lo ng  the  p e rip he ry o f the  Ma id a n. This 

wa s ho w the  Eng lish Se ttle me nt in Ca lc utta  sta rte d  

ta king  sha p e . The  va st o p e n sp a c e  a ro und  the  Fo rt 

b e c a me  Ca lc utta ’ s first sig nific a nt to wn p la nning  

me a sure . 

 

 Lo rd  We lle sle y wa s c o nc e rne d  a b o ut the  c o nd itio ns tha t 

e xiste d  in the  Ind ia n p a rt o f the  c ity the  fith, 

o ve rc ro wd ing  a nd  the  p o o r d ra ing e . He  wro te  a  minute  

(a n a d ministra tive  o rd e r) in 1803 o n the  ne e d  fo r to wn 

p la nning  a nd  se t up  va rio us c o mmitte e s fo r this p urp o se . 

 

 It wa s b e lie ve d  tha t c re a ting  o p e n p la c e s in the  c ity 

wo uld  ma ke  the  c ity he a lthie r. Co nse q ue ntly ma ny 

b a za a rs, g ha ts, b uria l g ro und  a nd  ta nne rie s we re  

c le a re d  o r re mo ve d . 

 

 Afte r We lle sle y’ s d e p a rture , the  Lo tte ry Co mmitte e  

c a rrie d  o n with the  wo rk o f To wn Pla nning . In its d rive  to  

ma ke  the  Ind ia n a re a s c le a ne r, the  c o mmitte e  c le a re d  

the  rive r b a nk o f e nc ro a c hme nt a nd  p ushe d  the  p o o r to  

the  o utskirts o f Ca lc utta . 
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 The  o utb re a k o f c ho le ra  a nd  p la g ue  e p id e mic s in the  

19th c e ntury g a ve  a  furthe r imp e tus to  to wn p la nning . 

The  g o ve rnme nt b e lie ve d  tha t the re  wa s a  d ire c t link 

b e twe e n living  c o nd itio ns a nd  the  sp re a d  o f d ise a se . 

De nse ly b uilt up  a re a s we re  re g a rd e d  a s insa nita ry a s it 

o b struc te d  sunlig ht a nd  c irc ula tio n o f a ir. 

 
Read the following passage carefully. Answer all the questions given after it. 
 

Escaping to the country side. (Page No. 3/8 Part III) 
 

This is how the famous poet Mirza Ghalib described what the people of 
Delhi did when the British forces occupied the city in 1857. 
Limiting the enemy and driving him before them, the vectors (i.e. the British) 
overran the city in all direction. All whom they found in street they cut down. 
 For two to three days every road in the city from the Kashmiri gate to 
Chandni Chowk, was a battle field. Three gates, the Ajmeri, the Turocaman and 
the Delhi were still held by the rebels at the naked spectacle of this vengeful 
wrath and malevolent hatred the colour fled from men’s faces and a vast 
concourse of men and women…. took to precipitate flight through these three 
gates. Seeking the little villages and shrewdness outside the city, they drew 
breath to wait until such time as might favour their return. 
 
 

Passage  Based Questions 
 

Ques No. 1 Who was Mirza Ghalib?      1 

Ques No.2 What has been described by Ghalib about the people of Delhi when 

the British forces occupied the city in 1857?     3 

Ques. No.3 Describe the Role of the ‘British forces, just after occupying the city?

           2 

Ques No.4 Write the names of all historical gates mention in the above passage?

           2 
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ANSWERS 

Ans .1  Mirza Ghalib was a famous Urdu Poet of Delhi in 19th  Century. 

Ans 2. (a) The People of Delhi were driven by the vectors (i.e the British). Some 

rebels faced the British forces for two or three days. They kept under their  

control the gates of Delhi- the Ajmeri gate, the Turocaman gate and the Delhi 

gate. 

(b) All the naked spectacle of the vengeful wrath and malevolent hatred the 

colour fled from men’s face. 

(c) A vast concourse of men and women of Delhi took to percipate flight through 

different gates of the city. 

(d)Seeking the little villages and shrines outside the city, the people of Delhi 

drew breathe to wait until such time as might favour their return. 

Ans 3 (i) Smiting the Mughal forces, other rebellious troops and the people of 

Delhi the British troops occupied most parts of the city in last days of the meeting 

of 1857, the forces engaged themselves in overrunning the city in all direction. 

(ii) All whom they found in the street they cut down. For two or three days every 

road in the city from the Kashmiri Gate to Chandni Chowk was a battlefield, after 

three days most of the rebels were forced to send way to seek shelters in little 

villages and shrines. 
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